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SEND IN SCHOOL NEWS
The Dispatch prints school news submitted 

by area schools. If you don’t see your child’s 
school, ask the teachers to send news in! Email: 
dispatch@wnypapers.com.SchoolSchool

Essential workers as career role models

D i s t a n c e 
learning re-
quired the 
grade 8 family 

and consumer science curricu-
lum in the Grand Island Central 
School District to be adapted to 
meet the times at hand. Rather 
than writing a persuasive essay 
on any desirable career and then 
posting it on the bulletin board 
outside of the cafeteria for others 
to read and learn about, students 
were asked to research careers 
currently represented by essen-
tial workers. The results of the 

research were then incorporated 
by the students into letters of 
gratitude shared from medical 
professionals to cashiers, across 
the country from Missouri to Vir-
ginia. Despite their exhaustion 
and endless hours, many of the 
essential workers immediately 
wrote back to Connor Middle 
School students, answering ques-
tions posed of them and express-
ing their sincere appreciation for 
the energizing effect of being 
recognized by today’s teens. Pic-
tured are several essential work-
ers on the job.

Callee Bartolotta corresponded with Maggie Rustowicz, 
above, a nurse at Oshei Children’s Hospital. Ella Cam-
pas corresponded with St. Louis pediatrician Dr. Shan-
non MacGregor, right.

Jillian Manns corresponded wtih animal trainer Chris Fiels, below. Above, 
Lisa Smith of the Buffalo Zoo corresponded with Kaylee Fatta.
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